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__ Success 


PRINCES usually vanquish 
dragons rather than cause 
them to appear. However, 
it was Prince Charle’s fiery 
attack on ‘shoddy trinkets’ 
for the tourist trade made 
during a visit to his Prin- 
cipality last year that has 
given birth to anew breed. 
Workers at The Spastics 
Society’s Sully Works Centre 
in Penarth have created a 
Dragon, the symbol of Wales, 
in bronze, and on May 1, the 
Prince visited them to receive 
this very superior souyenir. 
First he was given a guided 


A place 
for happy 
birthdays 


LORRAINE and Hamil- 
ton House both celebrate 
their birthdays this month. 
Lorraine’s mother sent in a 
birthday cake as a way of 
Saying ‘thank you’ for all 
the help her daughter has 
received from the day 
centre. Turn to pages 6 


and 7 
——— 


A 20-YEAR-OLD chairbound 

otherwell spastic, now taking 
4 full-time business studies 
fourse at Hereward College, 
Coventry, made his TV debut 
On Sunday, April 25, when he 
Made a BBC Scotland appeal 
0n behalf of the Scottish Coun- 


x Sil for Spastics. 


© is James O'Neill, of 
Pladda Street, Motherwell, who 
as achieved remarkable 
in overcoming his 
handicaps, In ‘his wheelchair 


Welsh dr 


agon gift for Prince 


tour of the Centre by manager 
Ross Richards and _ deputy 
manager Trevor Smith. Said 
Mr Richards: ‘He had a chat 
and a joke with everyone, even 
those who were deaf and 
dumb. 

‘One of our workers, Jimmy 
Ramsey, told him: “Oh, Dve 
lost my screwdriver,” and point- 
ing to Garry Phillips next to 
him, the Prince jested: “I ex- 
pect he pinched it.” The Prince 
was extremely impressed with 
the skill of all the workers.’ 

After seeing where the 
dragons were made out of 
Welsh slate, Welsh felt and 


either bronze or aluminium, it 
was time for the Prince to 
meet his own dragon. 

It was presented to him by 
Miss Daphne Garland, seen 
with the Prince im our picture. 
After chatting to her about it 
(he learnt that it was the very 
first bronze dragon to be cast) 
he decided to let his equerry 
take it back to his ship, HMS 
Bronington, where, no doubt, 
it will take pride of place in 
the wardroom. 

Footnote: The Centre has so 
far sold nearly 200 dragons. 
They cost £40 (in bronze) and 
£14 (Gin aluminium), 


New centre opens at 


DR DAVID OWEN, Minister 
of State for Health and Social 
Security, chats with one of the 
workers at Rockville Day Care 
Centre, near Plymouth, after 
opening the Centre last month. 

The unit, at Plymstock, 
Devon, provides much needed 
facilities for 14 local spastics 
who are too physically and 
mentally handicapped to work 
in outside employment. 

The Plymouth and South 
West Devon Spastics Associa- 
tion approached The Spastics 


he needs supports to keep his 
body upright; he learned to 
type because he could not pick 
up a pen with his fingers; 
then he learned to pick up a 
pen with his teeth and trans- 
fer it to his hand. So now he 
types and writes. 

At the-college in Coventry 
he is not only president of the 
Students’ Union, but he is a 
member of the students’ com- 
mittee for the Midlands and a 
member of the Board of 


Plymouth 


Society for help, and the 
Society agreed to buy Rockville 
House for £22,000 and to lease 
it to the local association for 
99 years. In addition, it con- 
verted the ground floor at a 
cost of over £20,000, bought 
equipment: costing £2,100, .and 
provided 2 minibus for the 
daily. transport of those attend- 
ing the Centre. 


Governors of the college itself. 
Educated at Corseford 
School for Spastics, Johnstone, 


and the Thomas  Delarue 
School in Kent, he is the son 
of Mr and Mrs_ Stephen 


O’Neill, who have spent their 
time since James’ birth help- 
ing him—and hundreds of 
other Scottish spastics, too. 
Today, Mr O’Neill sen is 
general manager of the new 
Trinity Centre for Spastics in 
Edinburgh, having previously 


CORNISH spastic Jim 
Howell, aged 48, has been 
‘robbed’ by the State of 
more than £200 because he 
was too honest. When Jim 
filled in a form for the new 
invalidity pension he 
revealed that he had been 


out of the country for five 
days—as a Spastics Society 


delegate to the Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy 
Society’s conference on 


leisure activities in Arn- 
hem, Holland, last Septem- 
ber. 

Jim tells the story: ‘I 
applied in October for the pen- 
sion and nothing happened so 
I went to Truro Social Security 
office at the end of Novem- 
ber and they told me I wasn’t 
eligible till the end of March 
because I had been out of the 
country. 

1 itd er 
It's not fair’ 

‘I was very upset. I couldn’t 
see why it should be like that 
so I went to my MP, David 
Penhaligon, and he wrote to 
Alf. Morris, the Minister for 
the Disabled, who wrote back 
With a lot of excuses saying it 
wasn’t possible to pay the 
pension till March 24,’ 

The reason given is that in 
order to qualify for the pen- 
sion, the claimant, prior to 
applying, must have resided in 
the United Kingdom for 196 
consecutive days. 

‘I think it’s not fair? said 
Jim, of St Mawes, heatedly, 
I’ve been disabled all my life 
and although I have a private 
income, with inflation things 
are getting very tight and the 
new pension of £7.90 is a great 
benefit. 

“You had to state on the 
form if you had been out of 
the country so IJ did so, other- 
Wise they would never have 
known. The result was an 
automatic 28-week suspension 
and I think it’s a disgrace.’ 

Despite his handicap Jim 
drives 1,000 miles a month 
and attends between three and 
four meetings a week in con- 
nection with his voluntary 
work. In addition to being 
chairman of the *62 Club for 


Chairbound student ites Scottish TV appeal © 


been warden of Braidwood 
House’ at Carluke, Lanark- 
shire. He is a past-president 


of the Lanarkshire Spastics 
Association and a former mem- 
ber of the executive committee 
of the Scottish Council for 
Spastics and of its Western 
Regional Management Com- 
mittee, 
With James’ broadcast it 
means there are now two 
generations of the family 
actively helping the cause, 
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‘HONEST?’ Jim Howell. 


ive days abroad — so 
his pension is cut 


Spastics in Falmouth, he is the 
only spastic on the Cornish 


Spastic’s Society’s Executive 
Committee and a member of 
the Truro and District Spastics 
Committee and the Cornish- 
Disabled Drivers’ Association.’ 


Mr David Penhaligon, 
Liberal MP for Truro, said: 
‘In essence, to qualify for the 
non-contributory invalidity 
pension you must be present 
and available for work prior 
to the initial payment. Now 
Mr- Howell is never going to 
be available for work in the 
next Xyears, let alone 196 
days, 


‘But my main criticism, and 
this is the real crux of the 
problem, is that there is no 
appeals procedure. I can 
understand the need for some 
requirement otherwise the 


Ministry could never keep a 
check on those who spend 


three or four. months over- 
seas, but this is nonsense when 
applied in the case of Mr 
Howell. 


“What we need is something 
like the Social Security’s 
Supplementary Benefits Com 
mission Appeals Tribunal. 

‘Then I reckon I could win 
his case, and I’m no lawyer. 
The case has had substantial 
publicity and there must be 
other people in the same 
position.’ 

Now Mr Penhaligon plans to 
table a Parliamentary question. 
naming the case and asking the 
Minister if he will reconsider 
his decision. ‘If the answer is 
no, I will press for an adjourns 
ment debate,’ said Mr Penhali- 
gon. 


When 
only 


the best 
will 


THE 


For details about the full range of powered and 
manual wheelchairs and other aids for the disabled, 


please contact: 


NEWTON AIDS LTD. Dept N2/SN 2a Conway Street 


London W1P 5HE 


Telephone: 01-580 4218 
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His Dragon 


PRINCE CHARLES is not 
the only one to receive a 


beautiful Welsh dragon 
(see Page 1). Workers 
from the Spastics Seciety’s 
Sully Works Centre, Sully, 
Glamorgan, came to 
Speakers’ House, Westmin- 
ster, to present the Speaker 
of the House of Commons 
with a Welsh dragon made 
at the Centre. 


Relaxing in the lounge 

of the Speaker’s House at 

- the House of Commons are 
Peter Stevenson, Alan 

Symonds, Brian Roberts, 

and the Speaker, the Rt 

Hon George Thomas, MP. 

Lynn Smith, Jill Richards 


experts for 


UN seeks 


A EUROPEAN Seminar on 
‘The Social Integration of 
Mentally Handicapped Child- 
ren and Adolescents’ will meet 
in Hyvinkaa, Finland, 
June 27 to July 7 1976. 

The United Nations is seek- 
ing experts from European 
countries to 
alternatives of protection and 
special’ care as opposed to 
efforts: towards social integra- 
tion,-and- the problems these 
pose for the young ‘mentally 
handicapped. They will con- 
sider the management of  ser- 


vices. relations with child wel- 
fare and educational services. 


from 


examine the 


MRS Joyce Smith (right), a 
vice-chairman of The Spastics 
Society, presents a £15 cheque 
and medal to Raymond Jor- 
dan, third prize winner in the 
Society’s Achievement of the 
Year award. 

Mr Jordan, aged 55, was 
unable to attend the prizegiv- 


ing ceremony in London 
earlier this year. The pre- 
sentation was at Monyhull 


Hospital, where he has been 
a patient for many years. 
Mr Jordan communicates by 


Whitecable 
pee 


wy 
— 


WSUMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 


means of an electric typewriter, 
which he operates with his 
foot. This was provided by 
The Spastics Society after Mr 
Roy Hull, who has been visit- 
ing Mr Jordan in hospital for 
two years, discovered that he 
could read and spell. Since 
acquiring the typewriter, Mr 
Jordan has written his life 
story. 

With Mrs Smith and Mr Jor- 
dan in-the picture is his bro- 
ther Harry. 

Mrs Smith also trayeltied to 


LOOSE 


SPECIALISTS 


Whitecable Limited 


Wilson Road, Huyton, Near Liverpool 
Telephone: 051-489 4406 
Telegrams: ‘WICAB’ L’pool 


or 


Presentation for courage 


Seminar 


manpower and training require- 
ments and the involvement of 
the community. 

The seminar will be conduc- 
ted in English and French. The 
United Kingdom been 
invited to nominate five people, 
from whom a final selection 
will be made~by the United 
Nations, Paticipants will be 
responsible for their own 
travel costs, and the inclusive 
daily price, covering board and 
lodging, service and official 
visits, will be 100 Finnish 
Marka (approximately £12.50). 


has 


Sheffield to present. a medal 
and £5 premium bord to an- 
other Achievement Award 


finahst who was unable to 
attend the London prizegiving 
at the Society’s headquarters. 
This was Joanna Hamilton, a 
30-year-old postgraduate stu- 
dent of Essex University. 


After gaining 
Second Class BA 


an Upper 
degree at 


York, she was accepted for an 
MA degree course at Essex, 
but was taken into hospital for 
ihe 


a hip operation before 
had completed her studies. 
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L T D Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 


quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 

covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
. vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 

All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel; Brighouse 04 847 (STD) 70126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 


On OUF 
Own... 


‘WHEN I said I was go- 
ing to get married, my 
father was dead against it 
— he thought I couldn't 
cope.’ Robin Lewis, an 
epileptic sat opposite his 
wife and grinned. 

Now coming up to his first 
anniversary, he might well 
smile his wife Connie’s 
happy. he’s happy, and Dad. 
seeing the success of the match 
is over the moon too. 

But Robin’s father was quite 
right to have forebodings, any 
parent would, because Connie. 
38, and Robin, 33, are both 
mentally handicapped and 
Connie’s also slightly spastic 
down her left side. 

‘But we manage, Connie 
laughed as she relaxed in thei 
snug little room at The Cher. 
ries, Langley, a group home for 
the mentally handicapped. ‘I’m 
quite able as a housewife. | 
cook, clean up and do the 
washing just like anyone else 

‘I think it’s a good thing for 
disabled people to get married 
— we're very happy.’ 

A normal marriage except 
for one thing — there won’t be 
any children. After long dis. 
cussion, Robin decided it was 
his responsibility to be 
sterilised. 

He told Ruth Brotherhood. 
of the Evening Mail: 


a Yes, we 
/cancope 


- open 


Tm an epileptic and Con- 
nie’s spastic. We wouldn’t. want 
our. children to be the same. 
Something could go wrong and 
they could inherit our handi- 
caps,’ 

Connie agreed. ‘It doesn’t 
make me sad really. I like chil- 
dren but I wouldn’t want any- 
thing to happen to them. 


But the couple still have 
plenty to enjoy and _-— are 
thriving on the- novelty of 
domestic chores and working 
together. Although reasonably 
contented, they very much 
want a home of their own. 
The Cherries has only been 
since 1972 and the 
atmosphere is warm, casual 


and friendly. There are only 
eight residents. Connie was the 


Implement research NOW 


THE prevalence of cere- 


bral palsy (spasticity) 
could be reduced by as 


much as 25-40 per cent if 
all available knowledge 
was fully applied, Mr 
James Loring, Director of 
The Spastics Society, told 
an audience which included 
Mr Alfred Morris, Minister 
for the Disabled, in. Man- 
chester on April 9. 

He was speaking at the 
official ‘handing over of the 
Lancaster Court Home for 
Handicapped Children, Black- 
ley Avenue, Manchester, -io 
Manchester City Council, 

Mr Loring said that higher 
priority should be: given to the 
prevention of handicap in the 


- community. Far more empha- 


sis on prevention should be in- 
cluded in the curriculums of 
medical students, and com- 
munity physicians should also 
be alerted to the problems. 
Another area in which work 


could be done was in the pre 
and post-natal clinics, In 
hospitals where high obstetric 
standards had been reached, 
it was considered that there 
had been a considerable reduc- 
tion in certain forms of 
cerebral palsy. 

It was also now possible, 
using the procedure of 
amniocentesis to predict 
whether a child was likely to 
be born with disorders such 
as spina bifida, Downs Syn- 
drome and Anencephaly. Fur- 
ther development of the scan- 
ning serum procedure in the 
case of spina bifida might well 


. Make it possible in the near 


future to identify mothers who 
should be the subjects of 
amniocentesis, 

‘An immediate attack on 
implementing research _ find- 
ings where there can be a fairly 
rapid pay off should be made, 
said Mr Loring. 

Opening ceremony— 
page 12 


ROBIN and Connie Lewis of Langley, Bucks, are hoping 
for a home of their own. 

Picture and story by courtesy of 
Evening Mail, Slough. 


first, watched over by welfare 
and social workers, but they 
are left to live their own lives 
in almost complete freedom. 

Although happy and anxious 
not to criticise the residence, 
the Lewis’s really are keen to 
move out: 


‘We're on— the — council 
housing list.’ Connie’ said 
excitedly. ‘And we'll’. get 


somewhere ‘as soon as_ they 
can fit us in. A bungalow or 
downstairs flat would be nice 
so. we wouldn’t have to get 
up and down stairs, 


‘Once we’ve got a place 
we'll have some. idea how 
much money we'll need for 
curtains and carpets and that 
type of thing.’ 

They have already amassed 
dinner services and tea_ sets 
and dozens of other household 
items, all crammed in various 
cupboards, waiting for the day 
when they can spill them out 
into their own home. 


‘We don’t want to be nasty 
or unfriendly to the people 
here,’ Connie explained. 
‘Everyone’s really nice, but we 
want to be in the outside world 
and live as a proper..married 
couple. 

‘We want to be independent 
and live a life of our own.’ 

The final step is a big one: 
Connie and Robin have been 
protected and _ sheltered all 
their lives. To break away 
from the — security “they've 
always known is an enormous 
leap. ‘ 

_ Alone perhaps it would be 
impossible, but together it’s 
almost easy. 


It all began at Elliman 
House — Slough’s home for 
the mentally handicapped. 


They were both residents there. 
Robin used to have coffee with 
Connie. They found ~-they 
Shared the same interests and 
—— the usual story — they fell 
in love, 

But life was relatively easy. 
At that stage they couldn't look 
after themselves properly and 
had the hostel staff to rely on 
—~ 24 hours a day. 

‘Then Connie was chosen 
to come here,’ Robin ex 
plained. ‘But we made arrange 
ments to carry on seeing each 
other. 


‘Then in 1974 I came here 


‘too.’ 


Both had to learn to cope 
with normal life at The Cher 
ries. There’s no day-to-day 
supervision, so the residents 
have to learn to Manage of 
their own, 

‘I think she finds me a God- 
send,’ Robin teased his wife 
affectionately. ‘But we help 
each other really. 

‘We do everything for out 
selves.’ 

Connie looked — surprised 
when I suggested they couldnt. 

Sitting cosily in her slippers 


and knitted dress with her. 


husband by her side she looked 


almost serene. ‘It might be- 


difficult but I think we’re ready 
to make the final step now. ! 
think we're ready,’ 


| 
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aim. 

Every year it holds or 
sponsors courses in which dis- 
abled people. and able bodied 
can get to know each other 
through a variety of activities. 
There are courses for people of 
just about all ages, although 
the most popular—naturally 
enough—are for those in the 
16-25 age group. 

‘The aim is to provide a 
holiday training experience in 
which handicapped and able 
bodied people can share activi- 
ties and social life,’ said Terry 
Thompson, PHAB’s training 
officer. 

‘At all of our courses there 
are 50 per cent handicapped 
and 50 per cent non handi- 
capped people. Of course the 
able bodied help out with the 
‘pushing of wheelchairs, feed- 
ing, toiletting and so on of 
those who are disabled. 


Friendship 


‘But they are encouraged to 
look on these activities as acts 
of friendship, and not to see 
themselves as-just helpers. 

‘In fact it’s not just the 
handicapped who benefit. The 
advantages are reciprocal. For 
example at an art class [| 
might help a disabled person 
by mixing his paint for him. 
But he might help me by pass- 
ing on his technical expertise. 

‘Most people who attend our 
courses are embarking on 
many of the subjects for the 
first time. This means that 
they become so involved with 
the subject that physical 


A ROUND of golf would normally be out of the question 
for this young lad. But with the help of his able bodied 
friends he can enjoy the putting greens. 


Si 
ARCHERY is one of the sports at which able bodied and 
physically handicapped can compete on equal terms. 
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Team games are an indeal means of brin ging handicapped and non handicapped 


people together. 
2 


MOBILITY ceases to become a major problem when able bodied people lend a hand 
to their handicapped companions. 


you by mixing 
on equal terms 


‘INTEGRATION of the physically handicapped through 
social provision.’ That’s the aim of PHAB—the organisa- 
tion for physically handicapped and able bodied people. 
And PHAB has a very practical way of carrying out its 


differences don’t count. It 
just doesn’t matter that one 
person paints using his foot. 
another with his mouth and a 
third with his hand.’ 


About 40 PHAB courses will 
be held this year, but most will 
be run by youth clubs and 
other organisations. PHAB 
itself concentrates on about 
half a dozen, in which new 


ideas and experiments can be~ 


tried. 

Tt has cast 
pioneering role. 

For example this year they 
will be taking a course to 
America, for the bicentenary 
celebrations. The organisers 
hope that those who take part 
will be able to stay in Ameri- 
can homes, and see the real 
America ‘as Americans see it.’ 
And there are two courses 
planned in France, 

Activities during the courses 
are extremely varied. At a 
school leavers course last year 
there was horse riding, photog- 
taphy, a coach trip to a pot- 
tery and a boat builder’s yard, 
drama, crafts and creative arts 
to name a few. And a disco 
in the evening. 


itself in a 


During a course held at 
Ambleteuse, in France, last 
year, there was swimming, 


surfing and sailing all on one 
day. Other days people made 
coach trips, visited the beach, 
went on the canal and met 
French disabled people. 


Drama course 


A third course entitled 
Shakespeare and the Stratford 
Country covered virtually all 
aspects of drama and stage- 
craft, and included a visit to 
Stratford-on-Ayon. 

The courses are open to all 
physically handicapped people. 
no matter how severe their 
disabilities. 

“There is no problem getting 
able bodied or disabled people 
to take part in the courses,’ 
said Terry Thompson. 
‘Although it becomes a bit 
more difficult in the upper age 
group because people start to 
take on family responsibilities 
and commitments. 

‘Of course we have our 
clubs, which are growing faster 
than we can keep up with. 
These give us a corps of inter- 
ested people. But not all our 
able bodied participants come 
from clubs, and many of the 
handicapped people who go 
are from centres. 

‘I should say that about half 
the able bodied people who 
attend a course will be meet- 
ing disabled people for the first 
time. Of course there are lots 
of reservations on the first day. 
It takes the weekend to break 
the ice usually. Everything 
goes a lot better after that. 

‘Neither is there a tendency 
for physically handicapped and 


, able bodied people to polarise 


into separate groups. You 
might get groups forming, but 
they will invariably include 
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A MIXED group enjoying the spacious and beautiful 
grounds of Avon Tyrrell, a country mansion near 
Christchurch, Hampshire, which is the venue for many 


PHAB courses. 


ASSISTANCE at 
times helps overcome any 
feeding problems. 


meal- 


disabled and non disabled_ 
How successful. have the 
courses been? And to what 
extent are disabled people 
integrating into society. 
“Well, integration is reach- 


ing out much further than it 
has done before,’ said Terry. 
‘But this is not to say that we 
are satisfied. Integration is 
happening in the clubs and on 
the courses. But it’s not 
happening so much in the High 
Street. 

‘PHAB is in businéss to do 
itself out of business. And 
until, that happens we won't 
have achieved our aim.’ 

More information on PHAB 
courses can be obtained from 
PHAB, 30 Devonshire Street, 
London WIN 2AP. 


Offers and Wants 


FOR sale: ‘Cushion Lift’ 
Lounge Chair (made by 
Ortho-Kinetics, Southamp- 
ton) with small electric 
motor and armchair con- 
trol which lifts and lowers 
the occupant to and from a 
standing position. Uphol- 
stered tweed with stretch 
covers. Ten months old. 
Cost £276, offered at £150. 
Can be seen at Mrs Wil- 
kins, 33 Durham Road, 
Feltham, Middlesex.— 
Offers to Mrs B. James, 12 
Beresford Gardens, Houn- 


slow, Middlesex TW4 
5HW. Phone 01-570 9118 
or 01-890 5339. 


Telephone : 26274/5 
Mangan & Mackenzie 
Limited 
BUILDING AND CIVIL 


ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
Jones Road, Bushbury, Wolverhampton : 
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LAMBERT 


& WHITNEY 
LIMITED 


Industrial Plumbing, Heating, Electrical 
and Ventilating Engineers 


79 BRIDGE ROAD, EAST MOLESEY, 
SURREY Tel. 01-979 0105/0901 sy ms 
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Into the 
export 
business 


THE spastics shop in Brighton 
is now taking export orders, 
It all started when.an Ameri- 
can tourist came into the shop 
to buy a 90in square blanket, 
hand-crocheted from used 
wool. He paid £5 for it and 
was so pleased with his pur- 
chase that he returned later to 
order another. in the same 
style. He said he had never 
seen anything like it in New 
York shops. 

Voluntary helpers are work- 
ing on a second blanket which 
will be posted to the customer, 
Mr Randolph Wands, now 
back home in Bronxville, New 
York. Shop Supervisor Mrs 
Joyce Bullivant hopes that the 
blankets will be admired by 
Mr Wands’ American friends, 
as this could lead to further 
‘Export orders,’ 


Holiday fun 
for all at 
Cheltenham 


A FAMILY festival will be 


held in aid of Cheltenham and 
District Spastics Association at 
Cirencester Park over the 
Spring Bank Holiday, May 29, 
30 and 31. 

‘Focus 76,’ as the festival is 
called, will provide something 
for all the family, including 
air-balloon ascents, inter- 
national dancing, motor-cycle 
stunts, kite-flying, veteran 
vehicle parades and an Army 
close-combat display. 

The RAF Red Arrows will 
also be performing and there 
will be exhibitions of model 
railways and craftsmen at 
work, plus silver and brass 
band shows, market stalls. a 
prize rabbit show and a fun 
fair. 

Focus 76 opens at 10 am 
each day. Admission charge 
is 50p, including car parking. 
Senior citizens and. children, 
25p. 


Selling talent 


for cash aid 


THE Spastics Society was one 


of four charities to benefit 
from a ‘Use Your Talents’ 
scheme held at St Mary’s 
School, Ware, Hertfordshire. 


Each year of the school chose 
a different good cause to sup- 
port during a fortnight of 
fund-raising activities. Helped 
by staff and parents, the ’child- 
fen held mini fetes, baked 
their own cakes and_ ran 
Competitions, The second year, 
Which had chosen The Spastics 
Society, raised £94, the largest 
amount collected of the £225 
total. 
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76 dance festival at the Palais 


BRISTGL may not be the usual haunt of Pearly iKngs and 
Queens but the outfits gave the Kingsley dancers a 
suitably regal appearance when they received their shield 
from Mr K. Long, of The Good Neighbours Trust. 


Another dimension to 
lives of handicapped’ 


OVER 75 handicapped people, including eight 
schoolchildren, took to the floor of the Hammer- 
smith Palais, London, on Thursday, April 15, for 
the English National Wheelchair Dance Festival 
organised by The Spastics Society. For the first 
time, English traditional dances, specially adapted 
for wheelchair users, were performed. 


The competing teams were: 
The White Roses of York 
from the Northfield School, 
Acomb, York; the Kingsley 
Dancers from the Bristol and 
District Spastics Association; 
the Sea Shells from Bourne- 
mouth, Hants; the Musical 
Chairs from Oxford; the Hil- 
lingdon Stars from West Dray- 
ton, Middlesex; the Saints from 


Northolt;. and the Choughs 
from. Falmouth,- Cornwall. 
Colourful outfits worn in- 


cluded the Dick Turpin and 
Serving Wenches costumes of 
the White Roses of York, and 
the Coster-Monger uniforms 
of the Kingsley Dancers from 
Bristol. 


Dances included the waltz, 
the progressive barn dance, 
the Virginia reel, the square 
tango, the fox trot and the 
veleta. 


The results announced by the 
judges, who were Mrs D. Mon- 
zani, a well-known teacher of 
dance, Mr D. S. Arter, Chair- 
man of the Good Neighbours 
Trust, Mr Richard Gray, Con- 
troller of Schools and Centres, 
The Spastics Society, and Mr 


Edward Ghys, a teacher of 
dancing were: 
Children’ Group B: . The 


White Roses of York. 


Adult group B. Waltz: 1, 
Kingsley Dancers; 2, Musical 


Fish 
‘processors 
| and 
flistributors 


(LILNLOILN] 


FISHING COMPANY LIMITED 


ORWELL ST 
GRIMSBY . 


Telex 52172 
(Right Grimsby) 


Tel; 55091 
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Chairs; 3, Hillingdon Stars; 
4, Sea Shells. 

Progressive Barn Dance: 1, 
Kingsley Dancers; 2, Musical 
Chairs; 3, Sea Shells; 4, Hill- 
ingdon Stars. 

Adult Group A. Virginia 
Reel: 1, The Choughs; 2, The 
Choughs; 2, The Saints. 


Square -Tango: 1, The 
Choughs; 2, The Saints, 
National Dances Adult 


Group B: 1, Kingsley Dancers; 


2,~ Sea - Shells; —3,= Musical 
Chairs; 4, Hillingdon Stars; 
Adult. -Gtoup’ ~A: 1, Fhe 


Coughs; 2, The Saints. 

Shields were presented to 
the winners by Mr K: G. Long, 
Trustee of the Good Neigh- 
bours Trust. 

Watching the - wheelchair 
dancing with deep interest were 
two observers from Leiden, 
Holland, Mr and Mrs Efret 
Castlerin, who run a school of 
dancing. Neither had seen any- 
thing like it before and were 
planning to introduce it to 
Holland. Said Mr Castlerin 
‘It gives handicapped people 
another dimension to — their 
lives to be able to take to the 
dance floor in the expert way 
they do.’ 


wheelchair 
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@ More about 
dancing on 


Their 15-year 
charity crusade 


PUPILS and staff of Buller’s 
Wood School, near Chisle- 
hurst, Kent, have collected 
more than £6,000 for charity 
over 15 years. Some of the 
money has been sent to de- 
prived communities and disas- 
ter areas abroad, but the school 
has also. supported local 
‘spastic groups and organisa- 
tions for the handicapped. 


THE spastics shop in Fulham, 
South West London has been 
raided twice in its first seven 
weeks of trading. On the second 
occasion goods worth £40 
were stolen and the thieves 
smashed the collecting box to 
get at the cash inside. 


A TOTAL of £272 was raised 
by East Staffordshire Spastics 
Society at their flag day. 


NOT daylight robbery but sheer skill that gave the White 
highwayman costume, first place in one se ction. 


Tel: Leeds 34230 


nia 


| Fantastic 


RAISE MONEY FOR. YOUR CLUB,- 
CHARITY OR ORGANISATION. 
GOOD PROFITS. GOOD PRIZES 
NO WAITING. INSTANT: PAYOUT. 


Write or ‘phone for our 

LATEST NEW FREE BROCHURE 
and sample tickets of our full range of 
fund raisers— Pontoon, Super Pontoon, 
Green Shield Stamps Pontoon, Bandit, 
Jackpot, 13 Football Results, Poker, 
Mini Bingo, Beer, Lucky 7 

and Tenner Bingo. 


AEA G\Weangs SE= | LAKELAND 
| INVESTMENTS 


DISTRIBUTORS & WHOLESALERS 
5-7 New York Rd., Leeds, L$2 7P& 


Answering service when closed <' 
Leeds (0532) 70682} 


Roses of York in colourtul 


Picture left: The Saints 
from Northolt are regulars 
at The Wheelchair Dance 
Festival — this year they 
were close on the tail of 


The Choughs, in second 
place. 


Picture below: As mascots” 
go, Oxfo of the Oxford 
team, The Musical Chairs, 
rather fell down on the job 
— they came second in two 
groups and third in an- 
other. 
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Tel: Brierley 
Hill 78877 


H. & E. 


Britannia Works, 
Talbots Lane, 
Quarry Bank, 


KNOWLES js: 


(LYE) LIMITED <r 


Makers of all kinds of Dustbins, Wheelbarrows, Coal- 


Bunkers, Incinerators and Anthracite Usa * 
y 


FINE STAMPS LTD 


BILTON WAY, LUTON, BEDS 
FINE BLANKING SPECIALISTS 


AND PRECISION ENGINEERS 
Telephone: Luton 36761/2 


Telephone: LYE 3025/6/7/8 


FILTRATION & 
VALVES LTD 


Manufacturers of “Vee-Bee’ range 
of Filters, Strainers and Separators — 


os 


‘Vee-Bee’ Works, Bromley Street 
Lye, nr Stourbridge, West Midlands 
Grams : ‘Filters’ Stourbridge. Telex: 33-557 
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BEARINGS BALL — CYLINDRICAL, 
SPHERICAL AND TAPER, 

ROLLER — THRUST AND 
PLUMMER BLOCKS 


FAG BEARING CO. LTD. 


WOMBOURNE, WOLVERHAMPTON, 
STAFFS WY5 8AF. 


Telephone : Wombourne 4114 (20 lines) 
Telex 33214 


Branches at: Aberdeen, Belfast, Birmingham, Coventry, 
Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, London, 
Manchester, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newport, Sheffield, 

Stoke, Swansea, Wednesbury and pe ChE rea ipcorn: 


KELLY BROS 


(CONTRACTORS) LTD 
St Albans Road, Stafford. Tel: Stafford 2424 


Associated Companies: 


Kelly Bros (Contractors Wales) Ltd 


Somerset House, Princes Drive, Colwyn Bay 
Telephone : Colwyn Bay 31166 


Kelcamp Ltd 
Verulam Road, Stafford. Telephone : Stafford 59415 


Midland Rock Drillings Ltd 
St Albans Road, Stafford 


Public Works Contractors in main drainage schemes, road 
works and fencing. Rock drilling and blasting. Sewer cleaning 
by high pressure jetting unit a speciality. 
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THE BRITISH SCREW 
COMPANY LTD 


Manufacturers of Cladding Fasteners 


and Hooks and Eyes 


153 KIRKSTALL ROAD, LEEDS LS4 2AT 


Telephone (0532) 30541. Telex 55363 Britscrew, Leeds 
SN My? 
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TV tunes 
in for 
helpers 


COMMUNITY projects and 
organisations in London and 
the South East which want to 
recruit volunteers are to be 
given a helping hand by the 
return of a highly successful 
Thames Television series. 

“Help!’—aimed at involving 
viewers’ in their local com- 
munity—returned with a new 
series of 10 on Thursday, April 
22, at 10.30 pm. 

In the ‘Help!’ programmes, 
areas of activity where local 
volunteers are needed are 
featured, and viewers are 

‘asked to ring in to Thames 
and offer their services. The 
last television series of ‘Help!’ 
received over 2,000 inquiries, 
of which over 1,000 resulted 
in people- giving definite offers 
of assistance. The areas 
covered ranged from volun- 
teers for adventure  play- 
grounds, to “helping the dis- 
abled, babysitting for men- 
tally handicapped’ children, 
sharing skills in sport and 
driving. 


... and probes 
vital role 


VOLUNTARY action through 
television was the theme of a 
recent conference organised 
jointly by Community Service 
Volunteers and the Volun- 
teer Centre, in association with 
the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority. It was attended by 
183 representatives of volun- 
tary and statutory social work 
agencies, and 59 representa- 
tives from television and radio. 

Guest speakers included 
Lady Plowden, Chairman of 
the IBA; Frances Coleman, 
author of the IBA Fellowship 


Report, ‘Social Action Through . 


Television,’ and Mrs Leibje 
Hoekendijk, Director of the 
Dutch Werwinkel Agency. 


The four television com- 
panies who have already shown 
volunteer recruitment pro- 
grammes (Granada, Thames, 
Yorkshire and Border), made 
joint presentations with social 
agencies involved, of their pro- 
grammes, and members of the 
production teams were avail- 
able for questions and discus- 
sions. 


Albert Hall for. 
Possum concert 


THIS year’s concert at the 
Royal Albert Hall in aid of the 
Possum Users’ Association will 
take place on Saturday, Octo- 
ber 16. The Royal Philhar- 
monic Orchestra will present 
works by Elgar (guest conduc- 
tor Sir Adrian Boult), Schu- 
mann and Brahms. Ticket 
prices range from £2.25 to 40p. 
Priority booking forms are 
available from PUA, ‘Copper 
Beech,’ Parry’s Close, Stoke 
Bishop, Bristol BS9 LAW. 


Swimming for others 


A SPASTIC swimmer, Heather 
Roebuck, 13, of Rawmarsh, 
Yorkshire, collected £10.50 
from sponsors on behalf of 
Christian Aid after completing 
10 lengths of the local pool on 
her back. Heather is a mem- 
ber of Rawmarsh and Park- 
gate Spastics and Handicapped 
Society. ; 


PROCEEDS from a dance 
organised on behalf of Nor- 
folk and Norwich  Spastics 
Association, amounted to £216. 


Miss J. David. 


Brighton and Hove grot 


THE bus aimitephere of the Occupational Therapy room where David produces} 
shades, Tony embroiders, while Janet, one of the first children at St Augustine's ( 
Hall, Tina, who went to Meldreth, and Janice make bath mats under the suidan 


comes of age 


ON a wet and unpromising morning in May, 
St Augustine’s Church Hall in Brighton opened 
its doors to four adults and four children, and 
the work of the Brighton, Hove and District 


branch of The Spastics Society was launched. 


Now, 21 years later, 
the bare boards and 
empty interior of the 
hall have been replaced 
by Hamilton House, a 
large, sunny building 
in residential Hove for 
15. children and = 15 


adults. The day centre - 


takes its name from 
one of the group’s 
founder members, Dr 
G. L. Hamilton, and his 
wife, whose second 
son Jeremy had been 
born spastic and deaf, 
eight years earlier. 

At that time The Spastics 
Society was growing fast from 
its small beginnings with 
groups being established 
throughout the country. Dr 
Hamilton, with a band of stal- 
warts including Chailey Heri- 
tage schoo] teacher Mrs Joan 
Harper, Mrs F. Felton, whose 
son was at school with Jeremy. 


and Mr G. S. Payne, now 
Vice-President, and others 
knew only too well the need 


_for one in their own area. 


‘Spastic’ was a little-under- 
stood term then and Mr Payne 
recalls a father approaching 
him one day and announcing 
that he had a ‘plastic’ baby. 
What was Mr Payne going to 
do about it? 


A corner 


| From the initial meeting to 
the opening of St Augustine’s 
took just three months. The 
spastics used just one small 
corner and Mrs Harper had 
two trestle tables, one small 
loom, some yarn, rug canvas 
and a box of bricks as her solé 
equipment, bought with the 
proceeds from a jumble sale. 

With these she set about her 
Occupational Therapy Class. 
It was a precarious start, 
further enlivened by the dis- 
appearance of .the young 
Hamilton, who was eventually 
found partly under the floor- 
boards at the other end of the 


RECORDS were no 
of the original grou 
officially Zulki from ii 
is the 147th to be enti 
at Hamilton House. 


vast hall ‘helping’ 
tricians working there, 

Just under two ye 
St Augustine’s was rep 
the. first Hamilton Hot 
Dyke Road, Hove, 
opened in June, 1957. 
In July of that year, 
Vera Lynn __ performed! 
official opening ceremot} 
Dr Hamilton and his fal 
having seen the fulfilmé 
SO many hopes, em 
Australia. Dr Ham 
connected with th 
spastics in Mount b 
Western Australia, al 
impish Jeremy is now! 
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deaf, 


| full-time as a hospital orderly. 
- Less than 10 years later in 
|January, 1966, Lavinia; 
_ Duchess of Norfolk, carried 
| out the official opening of the 
second Hamilton House. The 
| iq Duchess is now their President 


| and each spring brings bunches 


of daffodils from her estate, 
Arundel Park, for everyone at 
the House. 

As the work increased so 
| had the need for larger premi- 
| Ses, and 69 Wilbury Avenue 
_ was found. 

\ 


~ Moving on 


| _ After three years in the Nur- 


' sery Class, some children go 
| on to other schools, local 
infants’ schools, or specialised 
' Schools, while others continue 
| Classes at Hamilton House. 

_ Gary, aged six, is Head Boy 
of the nursery class and is 
-g0ing on to a Society School, 
either Craig-Y-Pare or Wilfred 
Pickles. 

_ There is a class for children 
Who do not leave Hamilton 
use, and they go to school 
the same way as their 
thers and sisters do. 


“or the adults there is the 
sy and lively atmosphere of 
_ Occupational Therapy 
om where they are fully 
ployed producing handi- 

, famed for their high 


eddy, a blind spastic aged 
3, is one of the original class 
-he came at the age of five 
unable to do anything but lie 
acot, Within two years he 
learnt to speak, feed, crawl 
was toilet trained. Now 


the 


_ NURSE Margaret Barnes and helper Pam with the liv 
Nursery class of four-year-olds, Kieran, Michelle, Zulki, 
-Jenny, Joanna, Lorraine, Joanne and old pupil Ashley, 
aged seven, who is visiting on his school holiday. 


pees 


-LARAINE’S skill at the sewing machine is such that she 
_is able’ to work outside Hamilton House and her ability 
0 lip read so great that many people never realise she is 


23, he prepares the foam rub- 
ber for the stuffed toys. 

With him in a music filled 
room named The Arundel 
Room as a tribute to the inter- 
est shown by Lavinia, Duchess 
of Norfolk, is Marie, also 23. 
Last year she learnt tq walk 
with the aid of a walking aid. 

This month the Group cele- 
brates its 21st birthday, and 
the friendly caring atmosphere 
of Hamilton House typifies the 
hard work of its parent group 
and local groups throughout 
the country. 


Liz Cook 


KIERAN from Ulster enjoys the rocking horse, and 
Matron Nurse Iris Boswood enjoys the time away from 


seaside 


JOCK resides in a near-by 
hospital and comes four 


_ days a week to work. He 


also joins them on their 
holidays — ironically con- 
sidering they live in one of 
the premier British seaside 
resorts, they holiday by the 
sea at Clacton annually. 


TONY has a flourishing 
side line—tomato plants 
grown from seed which 
help to swell the profits. 


‘ 


her desk duties to be with the children. 


, Pi 4 = 
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TELLS 


STORY... 


THE Matron at Hamilton 
House is Nurse Iris Bos- 
wood, the first fully quali- 
fied Nursery Nurse to be 
recruited, in September 
1958. Here she tells how 
she began her work at the 
Centre:— 

‘I had been working as a 
nanny with a family for £6 
years and it was heartbreaking 
to have to part from them after 
such a long time. I came to 
Brighton not knowing what to 
do and put an advertisement 
in the paper thinking I might 
take a job caring for children 
— just during the day, so that 
I wouldn’t get so attached. 

‘My advertisement was 
answered by the group and f 
went to the first’ Hamilton 
House, not knowing very muca 
about spastics, for an inter- 
view. 


‘The door was opened by a 
very pretty fittle girl, who 
didn’t appear very  handi- 
capped. She said “Hello” very 
brightly—and promptly shut 
the door again! 

‘J later discovered that that 
was the only word she knew. I 
am very glad I came at the 
beginning because it has meant 
that I could organise the run- 
ning of the nursery, and as I 
wanted. 

‘I am so glad that I came 
for a trial — you can give sc 
much more and get so much 
more back, than with able- 
bodied children. 

‘Each little achievement is so 
exciting. One little boy I 
remember from the early days 
had spent most of his life in 
the children’s hospital. He was 
very severely handicapped and 
at the age of three had had 
such a bad attack of chicken 
pox that he had been tube fed, 
and was still being tube fed two 
years later. 

‘We took him each day from 
the hospital and I said we 
wouldn’t have the tube. On 
the twenty-eighth day he tasted 
his food for the first time. It 
was a great success. Eventually 
he was able to go on to a 
children’s home. 

‘Most of our children cone 
to us through the Royal Alex- 
andra Children’s Hospital, 
some from social workers ard 
health visitors. 

‘We like to hear about them 
when they are aged around 20 
months and then they can come 
with their mothers during play 
therapy and get to know us 
before they start af two years 
old.’ 


Her project 
wins a cup 


IN April, Maureen Kelsey 
became the first ever winner of 
a cup which will be awarded 
annually to the worker at a 
Midlands training centre who 
produces the best project. The 
centre is run by Wolverhamp- 
ton and District Spastics 
Society and the cup was dona- 
ted by Miss K. M. Haynes, a 
group member. 

The projects were judged by 
Mrs S. Thompson, Organiser 
for the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Scheme. Maureen’s 
prize-winning subject. was 
‘Brewood Church and its Bells,’ 
and runner-up Edward Dodd 
chose ‘Wolves Football Club’. 


MATRON 


Dean Court Hotel. 


has 26 bedrooms, all of which have... 


* PRIVATE BATHROOM 


(OR SHOWER) 


* TELEPHONE 
* RADIO 
* COLOUR TELEVISION 


There is central heating throughout. The hotel prides 

itself on its cuisine and the first consideration of all 

members of the staff is the comfort and well being of 
the guests. 


Duncombe Place, York YO1 2EF 
Telephone 0904-25082 


SN My6 


A. F. BUDGE GROUP 


@ CIVIL ENGINEERS 
@ PLANT HIRE 

@® EARTH MOVING 
@ ROAD MATERIALS 


WEST CARR ROAD, RETFORD, NOTTS 
Telephone Retford 3781 


With best wishes to the work and efforts of the Society 
Central Woodworking 
Machinery Co Ltd 


MOLL SPRINGS, NETHERTON, HUDDERSFIELD 


Telephone: Huddersfield 661279 & 662275 
Distributors of New and Reconditioned guaranteed 
woodworking Machinery, Accessories and 
Attachments for all makes 


ALL SEASONS 
CONTRACTING CO. LTD. 


Civil Engineering and Building Contractors 


Roads and Sewers 

Hot Rolled Asphalt Surfacing 
Construction of Factories 
Demolition Work 


York House, 10 High Street, Amblecote 
Stourbridge, West Midlands 
Tel: Stourbridge 77841/6 — 
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radley Castings Ltd 


HIGH QUALITY GREY IRON AND 
ALUMINIUM CASTINGS ; 


Mill Street, Halesowen, West Midlands 
B63 2UB 


Telephone Cradley Heath 60601/3 
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Vange Scaffolding & 
Engineering Co. Ltd. 


Scaffolding Specialists for 
REFINERIES, POWER STATIONS, BOILERS, 
CHEMICAL PLANTS, CRADLEWORK 


Vange House, 14 Brunel Road, Manor Trading Estate, 
Benfleet, Essex SS7 4PS 


Telephone: South Benfleet 2701 
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WINDOW ON WALES 


by 
Emlyn Davies 


_A birthday and 


an ambition at 


THE Cardiff and 
District Spastics 
Association — the first 
voluntary group for 


spastics ever to be 
formed in Wales — 
celebrated its 25th 


anniversary on April 21. 


The Association was set up 
largely due to the efforts of 
three founder members, Mr 
Philip Northam, now~ Vice- 
Chairman, Mrs Sue Jones, now 
a member of the Executive 
Committee, and Mr Tom 
Thomas, who. still takes an 
active interest in the associa- 
tion. They were staunchly 
supported’ by Mr George 
Thomas, MP for Cardiff West, 
who is now The Speaker of 
the House of Commons. 

The Cardiff and_ District 
Spastics Association has helped 
spastics and their parents in 
innumerable ways. But per- 
haps its greatest achievement 
was the setting up of the 
Cyncoed Day Care Centre 17 
years ago. Today it stands ‘in 
the grounds .of. The -Spastics 
Society’s Cardiff Adult House 
Unit at 127, Cyncoed Road, 
Cardiff: The centre offers. day 
care to 15 severely. handicapped 
adult spastics, as well as much 
needed relief for hard-pressed 
parents, 

Said 


Mrs Cottle. 


Dorothy 


The country 
comes to 
the school 


The pupils of Craig-y-Pare 
are having the country brought 
to them by Glamorgan Feder- 
ation members, who have 
helped to set up a special club 
at the school titled “The Coun- 
tryside Club.’ Members of the 
Federation will keep in contact 
with the school by giving 
Young Farmer talks, showing 
films and encouraging pupils to 
take part in as many activities 
as possible. 

County organiser Mrs Diane 
Bowen said the club has elected 
officials and will hold regular 
Friday meetings. 

Craig-y-Parc School  cele- 
bratés its 21st anniversary this 
month, It will be celebrated 
with a party at the-school in 
the afternoon, followed by a 
gala concert in the evening 
starring Ron Davies and a 
well-known Welsh group. 


Carditt 


Chairman of the Association: 

‘It is our ambition to estab- 
lish a residential! centre for 
about 20 severely handicapped 
Spastics, such a centre would 
lift a great burden of worry 
from the shoulders of many 
parents. I know that the dread 
of what will happen to their 
severely handicapped children 
when they are gone is always 
with them. 

“However, without very 
generous public and _ local 
authority support, this will not 
be possible. We would very 
much like to thank all the 
warm hearted caring people in 


and around Cardifl who have 


helped -our work over the 
years, and would ask them to 
go on helping us towards this 
new ambition for the future.’ 
In a letter of congratulations 


to the Association, which is 
one of 180 affiliated local 
groups throughout England 


and Wales, the’ Chairman of 
The Spastics Society Mr 
Dorrien Belson, said: “It must 
be a great source of satisfac- 
tion to you all that you have 
been able to do so much to 
help the handicapped people 
in your area in so many 
valuable ways.’ 


lambs soon 


TWO little 
found friends when they 


met members of Craig-y- 
Parc’s ‘Countryside Clubs.’ 


Funds from 
fortunes 


At a coffee evening at The 
Society’s Mena House Hostel 
in Penarth, a charity worker, 
Mr Joe Vansnick, turned for- 


tune teller and was extremely 
busy all night. Fortunes were 
told at 10p a time, which 
helped to raise over £40 for 
the new Friends of Mena 
House Spastics Hostel. 

This group are newly formed 
and are currently working 
hard to raise money to sup- 
port the residents of the hostel. 
They plan further coffee even- 
ings and a dance in the com- 
ing months. 


A GOOD START— BUT COMPETITION 


KEENER IN ‘77 


ON Saturday, April 3, the first Wheelchair Dance 
Festival to be held in Wales took place at High- 
fields Centre, Allensbank Road, Cardiff. Four 


teams 


Penarth, The Spastics 


took part, from Erw’r Delyn School, 


Society’s Craig-y-Parc 


School, the Local Authority’s Pentwyn School, 
and the Carmarthen Red Cross, which danced in 


the adult section. 


The 
progressive 


teams danced the 
Barn Dance, 
Reel; 
and 


the Virginia the 


Square Tango the 
Waltz, and all took part 
in the 
sequence. Over 120 people 


attended this Festival fror 


national dance 


as far afield as the Leo- 
minster branch of PHAB. 
The Festival finished with 
a number of social dances, 
including the St Bernard’s 
Waltz, the Foxtrot and the 
Velita. 

The competition was judged 
by Mr George Hart from Corn- 
wall, who is Treasurer of the 
Wheelchair 
tion, Mr Ken Long, a Trustee 
of the Good Neighbours Trust. 


and Mrs Gallagher, a Senior 


Dancing Associa- 


Tutor at the Combined Train- 


ing Centre, University Hospital 
of Wales. It proved extremely 
close, and it was difficult to 
choose the winners. 


The winners, who were pre- 
sented with their prizes by Mrs 
Long, were:—Class A: Plant-y- 
Delyn. Class B: The Pentwyn 
Adult Class B: Car- 
marthen Red Cross. 

For the Craig-y-Pare and 
Pentwyn teams this was their 
[t was 


team. 


first Dance Festival. 
especially exciting for young 
Angela Taylor of Surrey, a 
pupil of Craig-y-Parc, as she 
has only just returned from 
hospital after undergoing sur- 
gery. 

All teams were warned that 
in the next Welsh Wheelchair 


Dance Festival competition 


would be much keener and that 
they should continue to train 
hard. 


A CLAP hand dance 
routine from  Pentwyn 


~ School. 


Mothers who never 


The Pontypridd  Spastics 
Society found that help given 
many years ago has a way of 
returning many years after. 
Long. ago, the Pontypridd 
Spastics Society was able to 
help a Mrs Gardener of Tre- 
herbert by providing a bath- 
room for her badly handi- 
capped son, Graham. Sadly, 
Graham subsequently died, but 
Mrs Gardener has not forgot- 
ten the help she has received 
and each year she sends money 
from the sale of leeks she has 
made for St David’s Day. 

Mrs Davies, also of Treher- 
bert, makes and sells leeks on 
St David’s Day as she also 
remembers the help that 
Pontypridd gave to her son, 
David. This year alone, Mrs 
Davies has sent to the Ponty- 
pridd Society over £100, 


Readers will remember the 
first of the cameos on Person- 
alities in the Welsh Groups —- 
Mr Paul Dombrowski. His 21- 
year-old daughter, Christine, 
has now become secretary of 
the Newport Committee. She 
has combined her job as 


With that of fund- 
raising-and recently gave up a 
week of her holidays to work 
behind the counter of a Charity 
Shop on a short-term basis to 


secretary 


raise money for the Mon- 
mouthshire Spastics Society 
Cwmbrian Work Centre, 

sme ates 397] 


The Society has been offered 
many gifts, and the latest comes 
through Mrs Betty Powell- 
Bowen of the Colwyn Bay 
Society; it is a four-year-old 
donkey called ‘Jolly.’ The 
owner, who lives in Devon. 
contacted Betty and asked if 
there were any schools or 
centres that would like to have 
Jolly. The information was 
given to The Spastics Society 
and providing Jolly can be 


transported, Ingfield Manor 
School would love to have 
Jolly, as they have large 
grounds in which he could 


roam and be happy. 


TWO members of the Erw’r Delyn Team 


on to the floor. 


/ 


lead ‘the way 


THE Carmarthen Red Cross team wheel their way to 


victory in national costume for Adult Class B. 


Hostel’s all-out effort for 


transport 


The Managers of The Spas- 
tics Society’s Swansea Hostel, 
Mr and Mrs Marchant, have 
been working hard together 
with the residents to raise 
money for hostel transport. 


A number of residents were 
involved in a sponsored knit, 
where squares were knitted by 
Ann Garcia and Valerie Ray, 
so that blankets could be given 
to the elderly. 

This determined little band 
of knitters, which included Mrs 
Marchant, raised £13 and 
together with the help from 
Mumbles Round Table, a total 
of £119 was raised, 

A jumble sale also raised 
£121 and-Mr and Mrs Mar- 
chant acknowledge help given 


orgot past 


Caernarvonshire Spastics and 
Handicapped People’s Society, 
under its Chairman, Mrs Judy 
Salisbury, recently held the 
third of their supper parties at 
the North Wales Cruising 
Club, Conway. A total of £160 
was raised on the evening, 
which will help furnish and 
equip the Residential Home 
for severely handicapped adults 
which the Gwynedd County 
Council are to build in Llan- 
dudno Junction this year, 

The Caernarvonshire Group 
are extremely thankful to the 
Commodore and the club for 
their hospitality. 


The Llwynegrin Singers are 
a popular group who sing in 
the Clwyd area and have made 
a number of recordings, They 
have always worked very hard 
for charity and as a result of 
this work they were able to 
Present to Mrs Lilian Platt, 
Chairman of the Rhuddlan and 
Delyn Spastics Group a cheque 
for £100. The money will go 
towards a hydrotherapy pool at 
Abergele General Hospital, 


by various local friends. < 

Two residents of the Hostel, 
Aridy Sharp and David Evans, 
organised a disco together with 


Blackpill Youth Club and 2 


total of £29 was raised. —— 

The latest ~~ contribution 
comes from the National Pedal’ 
Car Championships, held by 
the Students’ Union at Bristol 


in 1975, and a cheque for £250 


was received, 


Railway walkers 


Dorothy Cottle, chairman of 
Cardiff and District Spastics 
Society, had a cheque for £56 
presented to her — the pro« 


ceeds from an Easter Monday 
walk by the committee sand 
members of the British Rail; 
Maindy, Canteen Social Club, 
Cardiff, 


} 


help... 


On Saturday, May 15, at the 
Cardiff Day Centre, Cyncoed 
Road, Cardiff, the Wales Re- 


gional Co-ordinating Commits 


tee will hold its 4th annual 
general meeting. Refreshments 
and Junch will be provided. 
The date and timing of the 


Regional Conference, to’ be 
held in the autumn, will be 
discussed, u 

| 
RSS 


In memory of Bill Paton we. 


are all anxious that the-column 


which he wrote, ‘Window oa 
y aly 
would, therefore, appeal to all 
members of the Groups in 
Wales to let me have all the 
items of information that are 
So essential to make up this 
feature. It is also very impors 
tant that the stories include 


Wales, should continue, 


Pictures, if possible. Your co« 
Operation would be much’ 
appreciated, : a 

Items should reach’ the 


Cardiff office by the 18th of 
each month as the deadline to~ 


get the column to the London — 


office is the 20th, Please help 
Paton’s 


to keep alive Bill 
work, 


mee 


eye 
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better learning for 


andicapped 


OVER 140 representatives from 14 countries as 
far apart as Canada, USA, Australia, Nigeria, 
Hong Kong and India, and most countries of 
Europe, met at University College, Oxford, at 
a recent International Cerebral Palsy Society 
Conference to exchange ideas on how to plan 
better learning for children with neurological 


impairment. 
Many of the partici- 
pants. ere teachers, 
or education officials, 
but « others were paedia- 
tricians, therapists and 
psychologists. There 
were — 16 papers and 
‘ four ‘ workshops,’ 
_ where a child with 


ia a_ particular handicap : 
was presented on 


slides, film or video- 

_ tape, followed by dis- 

ae cussion of the various 

possible ‘methods of 
treatment. 


‘One of the highlights of the 


seminar was the premiere of an 
Australian film made especially 
for the conference by the 
Queensland Ministry of Edu- 
cation, ‘Do Cows Lay Boitles 
of Milk? (The title is a ques- 
tion asked by one handicapped 
child, haying visited a farm for 
the first, time and watched a 
hen lay an egg.) - 

There, was. much, emphasis 
on world-wide co-operation. 
James Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society, UK, spoke on 

the role of a voluntary body 
in an international context, 
_ especially in countries where 
social services are poor, or 
- non-existent, 

Even in _ countries with 
highly developed social ser- 
vices, he said, a ‘consumet’ 
organisation such as The 
Spastics Society would always 


have a role in putting the case 


of the needy before govern- 
ments and the public. 


Indias problems 


One country in which social 
Services leave much to be de- 
Sired is India, whose case was 
put by Mrs Mithu Chib, chair- 
man of the Centre for Special 
Education in Bombay. Fatalis- 
tio attitudes to handicap, hard 
to overcome because of the 


influence of older relatives in 


extended families, make treat- 
ment of handicapped children 
_ very difficult. She appealed to 
experts of all nations to help 
with the development of ser- 
vices for the handicapped in 
India. 


Mainly with reference to 


education in Britain, the inte- 


gration of handicapped child- 
ren into normal schools was 
- much discussed. Ken Foster, 
headmaster of Twydall County 
Primary Junior School, and 


Phyllis Wallbank, principal of 


the Gatehouse Learning 
Centre in Bethnal Green, 
described work in © their 


schools, in both of which there 
is a high proportion of handi- 
capped pupils, 

In both cases integration 
seemed to work well, not only 
for the handicapped children, 
but also for the other members 
of the schools. Mr Foster said: 
‘Without the handicapped 
children, our school would be 
the poorer,’ and Mrs Wallbank 
said that the handicapped 
children taught the others 
‘sensitivity without sentiment- 
ality.’ 

There was much criticism of 
long-term hospitalisation. Dr 
John Corbett, a child psychia- 
trist at the Bethlem Royal 
Hospital in Croydon, illus- 
trated a case with a videotape 
of a boy crippled by polio who 
had lived in the hospital since 
early childhood. He was beset 
by anxiety phobias and found 
relating to other people very 
difficult. 


Integration 

Teaching the skills of social 
integration was discussed by 
Dougal Mackay, a _ psycholo- 
gist at St Mary’s Hospital in 
London, Frederick Payne, of 
Dorton House School in Kent 
and Malcolm Jones, Senior Re- 
search Psychologist at Meldreth 
Manor School in Herts. Dougal 
Mackay focussed mainly on 
unhandicapped adults (although 
he did play a tape of an inter- 
view with a polio victim). He 
aroused much interest by stag- 
ing a workshop on assertion 
therapy, a part of which in- 
volved getting three members 
of the audience to act out their 
aggressions by saying ‘I hate 
you’ with as much conviction 
as possible. 

Frederick Payne, a house- 
father at a residential school 
for the blind, was concerned 
with preparing his pupils for 
life in the outside world, and 
Malcolm Jones with behavicur 
modification of severely handi- 
capped children in a classroom 
setting. 

There were also papers on 
other specialised aspects of 
education of handicapped child- 
ren, such as audiology (from 
Dr Kevin Murphy of the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital), using the 
Petd system of conductive edu- 
cation with an ESN quadri- 
plegic with no speech and no 
hand function (from the phy- 
siotherapist Ester Cotton), 
methods used to help breath- 


a 


IN THE SWIM... 


Thanks to the continued help 


3 of Pontypridd Rotary Club, a 


: number of disabled swimmers 
from the Rhondda Valley are 
able to attend swimming ses- 
By sions at the National Sports 
Centre, Cardiff, every Sunday 
_ afternoon, The swimming ses- 
B sions are organised by the 


Th 
eae 


Cardiff ‘Whales,’ which is a 
club for handicapped swim- 
mers, and there is no shortage 
of qualified help. The prime 
mover of this club is Miss 
Cadogan, and she organises 


and helps the disabled people 
enjoy themselves in the water. 


_include 
Early Identification of Child-. 


ing, voicing, articulation, suck- 
ing, feeding and communica- 
tion for an athetoid without 
speech and having language 
problems (from Ena Davies, a 
‘speech therapist from Craig-y- 
Pare School in Cardiff), 

A paper on a currently topi- 
cal subject was ‘What Do We 
Learn from Doman?’ from 
Leslie Gardner, Principal Psy- 
chologist at The Spastics 
Society. He pointed out that 
whatever Doman’s critics might 
say, there was a factor in his 
treatment — namely the ir- 
volvement of the parents which 
makes them feel they are help- 
ing their child — which is 
often sadly lacking in the 
treatment of cerebral palsied 
children in Britain. 

Space prevents me from 
dealing adequately with the 
other excellent papers, which 
‘Approaches to the 


ren who are Likely to have 
Learning Difficulties’ by Dr 
Klaus Wedell, a psychologist 
from the University of Bir- 


mingham, ‘The Child who Has 
Sustained a Head Injury,’ by 
Dr Alan Craft, Senior Reuis- 
trar at the Royal Victoria In- 
firmary, Newcastle, ‘The Con- 
tribution of the Linguist to the 
Teaching of the Handicapped 
Child,’ from Professor David 
Crystal from the University of 
Reading, ‘Oxford, the City 
Beneath Your Feet, from Tom 
Hassall, Director of the Oxford 
Archaeological Unit, ‘Psycho- 
motricité,” by Dr Iolanda Satt- 
ler, a paediatric neuropsychia- 
trist from Italy, ‘The Basic 
Role of Educational Medicine 
in Planning Better Learning for 
Children with Neurological 
Impairment, by Dr Sophia 
Alamani, president of The 
Spastics Society of Greece, 
‘Neurological and Learning 
Problems of the ESN Child, 
by Dr Grace Woods, consul- 
tant paediatrician at the Sea- 
croft Hospital in Leeds, and 
‘Preparation for Adulthood: 
Implications of a Survey of 
Recent School] Leavers attend- 
ing Work Centres,’ from Hilary 


Schlesinger, an occupational 
therapist at The  Spastics 
Society and Dr Edward 


Whelan of the University of 
Manchester. 
SUSAN BRANDT. 


Xx ord probe on planning , Honour hee Germany 


THE Minister Plenipoten- | 


tiary of the German Em-_ 
bassy, Herr H. H. Noebel, 
pins the Officer’s Cross of 
the Order of Merit of the 
Federal German Republic 
to Dr Karel Bobath’s lapel. — 
Dr Bobath and his wife 
Berti were both given the 


awards by the Federal Pre- 
sident, Dr Walter Scheel, 


for promoting research and 
treatment - 
children in Germany. A 


medical for 
lunch was given in their 
honour after the presenta- 
tion at the Embassy. 


Dr Bobath and his wife 
now run the Western Ceré- 
bral Palsy Cenfre in 
Hampstead, London. 


INVALID CARE ALLOWANCE. 


Someone staying at home 
to care fora severely disabled 
relative could be entitled to 


£790 aweek from Sth July. 


Someone who cannot do a full-time paid 
job because they look after a severely disabled 
relative, can now claim £7,90 a week Invalid Care 
Allowance, provided that their relative is receiving 
an attendance allowance, 

Invalid Care Allowance is simple to claim 
because the disabled relative does not have to 
undergo any further medical examination. 

Invalid Care Allowance is not means- 
tested and entitlement does not depend on any 
national insurance contributions having been 
paid, In fact, those who get the allowance will be 
credited with contributions to protect their rights 
to other benefits, This means it is worth claiming 
even as a replacement for any supplementary 
benefit which is being paid for looking after a 


disabled relative, 


Who qualifies. 


Anyone except a married woman can 


claim if they are: 


* engaged full time (35 hours a week or more) 
looking after a relative who Is getting attendance 
allowance or constant attendance allowance, 


* aged 16-60 (women) or 16-65 (men), 


* 


not earning more than £6 a week. 


*« notin full-time education. 


Issued by the Department of Health and Social Security. 


Who could get more. 


In addition to the £7.90 a week PR EL 


allowance, £4.90 a week may be payable for a 


wife or housekeeper, £6.50 a week for a first or 
only child and £5.00 a week for each other child, 


How to find out more. 


Many thousands of copies of leaflet NI 212, 
which contains fuller details of tnvalid Care 
Allowance and a claim form, have been sent 


out already. 


If you Know someone who hasn't received 
a copy yet, please tell them to ask ata DHSS 
office or use the coupon below-and claim the 


allowance without delay. 


Please send me leaflet NI 212 about the new 


Invalid Care Allowance, 
Name: 
(Mr/Mrs/Miss) 

Full Address: 


Middlesex HAZ JAY. 


Mpdiopeinr stapes A Bee 


Please post this coupon to DHSS Leaflets 
Unit; Block 4, Government Buildings, 
Honeypot Lane, Stanmore, 


—— 


IC/SN/1 
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DEBBIE STICKLAND, 
Julie Eatwell and Joanne 
Cousins (seated), all pupils 


~ . of St Rose’s Special School, 


Stroud, were guests at a 


party organised by 
- Gloucester 
_ Spastics Association. Here 


and District 


they meet young musicians, 
‘The Three Sparks,’ stand- 
ing from left, Karen, Alan 
and Stephen Hughes, who 
provided entertainment at 
the party, held at Brock- 
worth House Club. 
Picture by courtesy of 
The Citizen, Gloucester. 


North-East concern 
about elderly 


NEARLY 300 parents, 
local Group members, 


handicapped people, and 


many representatives from 
local authorities, converged 
upon the parkland setting 
of York University to 
attend the North East 
Regional Conference on 
April 11. They came from 
as far apart as Berwick-on- 
Tweed and Sheffield. 

In his report, the Chairman 
of the Regional Co-ordinating 
Committee, Mr L. P. Day, gave 
a summary of developments in 
the region in the past year. 

He was sorry to say that 
there had been no start to the 
mobile physiotherapy 
which was the regional project. 
because no physiotherapist had 
yet responded to advertise- 
ments. He said that the 
Regional Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee was concerned about 
the provision of accommoda- 
tion for elderly handicapped 
people, and had tabled a ques- 
tion at the annual general 
meeting about it. 

He gave some details of the 
donations made to and from 
the Regional Fund, and said 
that he was very glad to see 
that the Society had now 
widened the scope for affilia- 
tion. He hoped to see more 
multi-handicapped grou ps 
associated. with the region 
soon. 

Mr Day was pleased to note 
that there had been: some res- 


limited 


unit | 


contrapac 


ponse to his appeal last year 
for new blood in the North 
East groups, but he concluded 
his report by asking members 
two questions: Would they be 
proud to ask their neighbours 
to a.group meeting? Was their 
group primarily concerned 
with the welfare of its handi- 
capped members? 

The Chairman congratulated 
all groups in the region for the 


services they were providing, 


and thanked all those who had 


worked so hard during the past. 


year to ensure that spastic 
people were helped to the best 
of our ability. = 

Speakers at the conference 
were Mr Roger Jefcoate, who 
gave details of the latest 
developments in electronic aid 
for -the handicapped; - Mr 
Geoffrey Arter, Director of 
Top Ten Promotions Ltd; who 
spoke of the work of the 
Spastic Pool; Mrs Kathie Caie, 
of Habinteg, who spoke of the 
work of the Association, and 
particularly the development 
in York; and Mrs Lesley More- 
land, Director of the Toy 
Libraries Association, . who 
detailed the remarkable growth 
of toy libraries in this country. 

Finally, a lively question 
and answer session, in which 
the speakers were joined by Mr 
A. M. Frank, Assistant Direc- 
tor, Regions, concluded the 
day’s events. The vote. of 
thanks was given by Mr D. S. 
Hewet of the Sunderland 
Spastics Society. 


CONTRACT PACKERS 
268 ELGAR ROAD, READING 


| Around the Regional C onferences 


Government should provider more 
money — 


Director 


‘WE should demand that money be made avail- 
able from central government to implement the 
Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act,’ Mr 


He was criticising those local 


‘authorities who were calling 
‘for the Act to be amended 


Inflation is the 


biggest problem 


THE  Spastics Society’s 
Midlands. Region annual 


conference was attended by 
over 450 people when it 
was held at Leicester Uni- 
versity on April 4. 

They heard Mr_ Frank 
Wright, chairman of the Co- 
ordinating Committee, say that 
one of the committee’s main 


problems had been inflation. 


However, it had still been 
possible to make a loan to the 
East Staffordshire ~ Spastics 
Society for a holiday bungalow 
in Caernarvon. The commit- 
tee had already bought a 
£10,500 family holiday bunga- 
low in Skegness which would 
be furnished, maintained and 
tun by the Skegness group. 

Mr Wright also paid tribute 
to volunteer workers: ‘It is 
not possible to give sufficient 
praise to them all for the great 
efforts which they have under- 
taken not only to keep their 
groups going, but to continue 
to give services for the bene- 
fit of -the’ handicapped,’ - he 
said. 


New groups 


The Midland Spastics Asso- 
ciation, he said, continued to 
‘provide day care and work- 
shop facilities for 50 adults at 
Harborne. The region had 32 
groups with the possibility of 
two more being formed by the 
end of May.. — 

Earlier he had spoken of the 
need for integration: “We are 
already integrating spastics in 
some clubs~ and schools, but 
generally our aim is full inte- 


gration.’ 
Lord Crawshaw was the 
conference chairman, and 


other speakers were Norman 
Clegg, principal of the North 
Nottinghamshire College of 
Further Education, Mrs Joan 
Head of the Child Develop- 


Reading 85011 
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ment Unit, Nottingham Univer- 
sity, Miss Kathie Williams, 
Administrator of the Habinteg 
Housing Association, Mr 
Derek Lancaster-Gaye, the 
Society's Director of Re- 
sources, Mr Roger Jefcoate, 
Consultant Assessor on Elec- 
tronic Aids for the handi- 
capped, and Dr Michael Cot- 
ton,’ Warden of Churchtown 
Farm Field Centre, Lanlivery, 
Cornwall. 

The Mobile Visiting Aid 
Centre attracted much atten- 
tion and 14 other exhibitions 
of aids for the handicapped 
were on display, including a 


Red Cross display of Toy 
Libraries for handicapped 
children. 


‘Olympics’ for 
new centre | 


TWENTY schools from all 
parts of Wiltshire will take 
part in a Charity Olympics at 
Bulford Camp, Salisbury, on 
Sunday, May 23. Organised by 
The Spastics Society, with the 
assistance of Bulford Camp, 
the event is in aid of The Wilt- 
shire Day Centre and Hostel 
for severely physically and 
mentally handicapped young 
adults, which is expected to 
cost £225,000. The Centre and 
hostel will be built in the 
grounds of Odstock Hospital, 
Salisbury. 


Camp collections 


MR FRED PONTIN. of 
holiday camp fame, has gen- 
gerously allowed the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics to 
make collections in all his 
camps this year. 


‘We must increase fund raising efforts 


‘WE have got to be able to 
substantially increase our fund 
raising efforts if we are to 
continue to provide as good a 
service as we are currently 
doing’, said the Chairman of 


You miss so much 
without 
Radio Rentals 
Colour 


Cail in at your local showroom 
to find out why one out of 
every ten Colour TV families 
rent from Radio Rentals 


os Sa 


Civil Engineering 
Contractors 


We provide a comprehensive service in all aspects of 

Heavy Civil Engineering—Foundations; Piling; Roads; 

Bridges; Marine Works, etc — and a guaranteed 
completion date. 


PETER BIRSE LTD 


Dam Road 
Barton-on-Humber 
Humberside DN18 5AS 
Tel: Barton-on-Humber 
33222 (0652) 
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James Loring, Director of The Spastics Society, 
told the North-West Regional Conference in 
Manchester last month. 


~ because they could not afiord 
to meet its provisions Mr 
Loring added that he was 
pleased to be able to praise 
the’ City of Manchester Social 


Services Department for re- 


garding the Act as an “impetus 
rather than a burden.’ The 
Department had taken the 
trouble to seek out people élig- 
ible for aid instead of just 
waiting to see who turned up 
—a much needed example to 
other local authorities. 


He cited a number of 
examples of councils - cutting 
down on spending for the dis- 
abled, including East Sussex, 
who planned the total with- 
drawal of aids and TV licences 
for the disabled, and Chester. 
where a 30-place residential 
home: for physically  handi- 
capped adults remained empty 
because of a lack of funds to 
staff and maintain it. 

He concluded by making a 
plea for councils to help those 
very small ‘charities with a 
valuable role to play who were 
finding the going particularly 
tough at’ present, but whose 
activities were vital to the coin- 
munity. 
Wheels* and the. ‘Citizens’ Ad- 
vice Bureau’ as examples of 
charities. which have grown 


from small beginnings to. vital _ 


community assets, ~~ 


In Sweden 


Mr Loring also said that he 
felt we should be spending 


rather more money on research ; 


to try to eliminate or greatly 
reduce the incidence of cere- 
bral palsy. Dr Ben Epstein, a 
leading Manchester paediatti- 
cian, pointed to the reduction 
in. the incidence of cerebral 
palsy achieved in Sweden, due 
te improved services in 
obstetrics, better neo-natal ex- 
pertise and the linking of 
athetosis with rhesus babies. 
Dr Rhys Llewellyn, consul- 
tant paediatrician at Clatter- 
bridge Hospital, said that 
higher levels of neo-natal ex- 


pertise were only possible in < 


large maternity units, that is, 
those where several thousand 
babies are born each year. 


The conference, attended by 
some 70 delegates from local 


the North West Regional Co- 


ordinating Committee, Mr 
Robert Parkin. 

Mr Parkin who is also 
Secretary of the Lancaster, 
Morecambe and District Spas- 
tics Society was presenting his 
Annual. Review to the North 
West Regional Conference last 
month, and he emphasised that 


he could not ‘stress this point © 


too strongly’. 


He said the Regional Staff - 
were hoping to be able to form * 


small fund raising groups in 


towns and villages where The’ ’ 


Spastics Society is not effect- 
ively represented, 

Mr - Parkin outlined some 
of the achievements in 


the Region” during the past’ 


year, including the opening of 
the new nursery unit at Black- 
amoor Special School, Black- 


burn, built by the Society and’ 


the local group and handed 
over to the local authority; the 
Opening last summer of the 
Sale and Altrincham’ Spastics 


Society’s short-stay centre for: 


children, the Lil Stockdale 


Revd E.' R.: Wickham, who eX. 


- sumption but on the care and 


-tor of Social’ 
Stockport. Metropolitan Bo1- 


Grant 


reduced by 2 per cent to 3 per 


* year. 


He cited “Meals on_ 


* was reformed. it would’ not b be 


- departments. Se) 


> vative MP for Wallasey; w 


‘year’in, year out.’ becatise of 
' their deep concern for the well- 


March, 


groups, society, centres, ba al 
authorities and the health. soff 
vice; > was. chaired » by “The 
Bishop of Middleton, the Rt 


pounded his,own view that we 
suffer from the lack: of abilily | 
by national and local govern. 
ment to provide for the de. 
prived, including the handi. 
capped. He saw the only Teal 
solution to. this as ‘massive 
economic growth, at almost any 
cost, but stressed that this 
growth must be expended ‘not 
merely on higher personal con ; 


living standards of the’ under. 
privileged. f 


Cuts: needed | 


Me George Creighton, Diregat 
“Services of 


“ Be 


ough, emphasised the severe 
effect of , the; Rate, Stpor 
policy . ion. his own 
authority, as the government 
had concentrated. this. belPy on 
the inner borou hs, 
He said that hid year tel 
expected the Rate Support 
Grant would again be adverse 
to the outer boroughs and the 
counties, and that they would 
have to make cuts; he 2sti- 
mated their budgets would te 


cent. He warned. that if infla- 
tion this year exceeds 10 per 
cent, then cuts in provision for 
the disabled will bite later this 
But if inflation was kept 
under 10 per cent they would 
broadly be able to maintain 
services. 


Mrs ee mith Dunweadll 
Labour MP for Crewe, strongly 
attacked the present “system of 
local. government ‘finance, and 
said that until the rating stem 


possible to provide an‘ ade- 
quate subsidy for-social service 


Mrs Lynda Chalker, Conser 


specialises in the- problems of 
disablement, said that the core 
of a future Conservative 
Government’s. policy — towards 
the disabled would be the cote 
trol of inflation. Her goal was 
that ‘every disabled person a 
possibly can should have the 
opportunity of beconmies a tax- 
payer.” 

Mr Vivian piashert pros- 
pective Liberal candidate ict 
Hazel _ Grove, advocated 4 
direct Government grant to 
Society and similar organisa 
tions to ease their dependency 
on public subscription fot 
income. Within industry, he 
felt, there was a. great amount 
of untapped potential help. 


r* 


Centre (named after the groups 


mentor); and the official open- 
ing the previous day of La n- 
caster Court, a residential an¢ 
short-stay centre for 24 hand- 
icapped children in North 
Manchester, built by the Soc 
iety and handed over to the 
City’s Social Services Depart: 
ment, 

He» also’ *reférred ‘to* the 
Bolton group’s “new? short-stay 
centre ‘Hyde Lea,’ due‘to%op en 
in the early summer. 


Mr Parkin paid tribute” 
‘all those involved in’ the*North 
“West's 24 local * groups’ ‘fot 
all the hard work they” put in, 


being of the handicapped’. 


He concluded by noting 
sadness that the Region 
lost two’ Stalwarts’in thé 
year, referring to the deaths 0 
the Warrington © Vice+Chait 
man, Mr Basil Brazendale, wht 
died in April 1975 and of 
Lillian Angus-Butterworth — 
the Sale group who died i 
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decorator 
q MISS MARGUERITE_ - 
4 MENNIE, indefatigable ware » 
3 den of Scotscraig Residential 
@ Home for Spastics, Paisley, is 
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£10,000 


not 
__ handicapped have no language, 


win for 
coal miner 


IT WAS a night to remem- 
ber for Harold Harrison of 


South Normanton, Derby. 
“when he = received _ his 
Cheque for £10,000 from 
singing star and actor 
_ Stuart Damon at The Talk 
of the Midlands, Derby. 
‘Harold, 58, a face worker 
“at the New Hucknall 
Colliery enrolled the lucky 
membership card seven 
years ago. 
His wife is hoping that 
he will stand by his long 
term: promise that if he 
ever had a big win on the 
‘Pool he’ would’ buy her a 
bungalow, but no. doubt 
Harold’s four children 
will have some say in how 


he spends his prize. 
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ABOUT 50 collectors and their friends made the trip 
from Basingstoke to Bristol to look around Westmorland 
House, headquarters of the Spastics Pool. The outing, 
organised by HA67 Viv Nicholas, proved to be extremely 


Winning goal for them 


SUNDERLAND goalkeeper Jimmy Montgomery  pre- 
sented a cheque for £526 to Mrs R. Neal of Cato Street, 
Southwick. The presentation, organised by Area Super- 
visor DUR64 Malcolm Hale was held at the Sunderiand 
and District Spastics Society Centre at Nookside. Picture 
above shows Jimmy Montgomery with Mr and Mrs Neal. 


understanding 


Review hy Anita Loring 


IF you wish to hire a teaching film complete with instruc- 
tion booklet on how to teach drama to the mentally 
handicapped and you view the film ‘Seeds of a New Life’ 
from this standpoint. then not only will you learn yery 
little and probably feel disappointment and frustration, 
but you will have missed altogether the essence of the 
_work of Dorothy Heathcote, lecturer in Drama in Educa- 
tion, who takes her students as part of their course for a 
_two-weeks spell to Earls House Hospial for the mentally 


handicapped. 
_ If, however, you are able to 
shed the mantle of your pre- 
conceived ideas of the mentally 
handicapped, to dispense with 
your systems of logic and 
your ideas about the behaviour 
and mental abilities of these 
people, then in watching this 
film you will] gain a great deal. 
Many people are frightened 
of the mentally handicapped 
because they fear their own 
inadequacy in being able to 
communicate with them. What 
can we know of the private 
pains, frustrations and plea- 
sures of .somebody who has 
spent much of their life being 


The first time most people 


encounter the mentally handi- 


capped, especially in a group, 
they - experience frustration 
through being unable to com- 
Municate with them, This is 
because the mentally 


ey have a language all of 


The problem is, if we do not 
ask the right questions in a 
meaningful way we shall 
receive no response, 

We. therefore have to find 
out about the language, spoken 
and unspoken, of the mentally 
handicapped person, first and 
foremost so that we may learn 
something, and then afterwards 
perhaps have the temerity to 
try to give something back in 
return, 

‘Seeds of a New Life’ has 
no commentary; it is a magnifi- 
cent attempt to unobtrusively 
watch, wait and listen to a 
group of people learning some- 


familiar scenes and experiences 
of every-day life, the trainee 
teachers learn how to listen 
and interpret the thoughts and 
experiences of the mentally 
handicapped. 

The first part of this film is 
devoted to working with a 
group of children and the 
second with a group of adults, 
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Although the technique used to 
elicit response in this way is 
through drama, there is no 
recipe, no acting method, 
-Instead there is a bear, a 
tree, a baby, a house, in situa- 
tions created jointly between 
students and the handicapped, 
not because Dorothy Heath- 
cote says ‘This is a bear,’ ‘This 
is a tree,’ “This is a baby,’ ‘This 
is a house,’ but because by 
working together as a group, 
by issuing the right signals and 
getting the right response the 
facts become obvious to every- 
body involved. 

In making this film, Richard 
Mordaunt and Nigel Evans 
have succeeded in doing some- 
thing by picture, observation 
and attention to detail which 
gives a much clearer under- 
standing of the lives, hopes and 
fears of the mentally handi- 
capped than any speaker on a 
platform, or any  reesarch 
worker has ever succeeded in 
doing, no matter how strong 
their convictions. 

This film should be seen by 
every man, woman and child 
involved in teaching and 
Jearning. It could be a painful 
experience, for it is necessary 
to forget oneself, one’s self- 


cations of the wealth of 
experience and knowledge as 
yet untapped, locked behind 
the doors of our subnormality 
hospitals. 

‘Seeds of a New Life’—a film 
by Richard Mordaunt and 
Nigel Evans, is available for 
hire from Concord Film Coun- 
cil, Nacton, Ipswich, Suffolk. 


NEARLY 50 players took part in the Spastics Indoor 
Gamies organised by Top Ten Promotions staff, Ann 
Trotman, Sylvia Walter and Ann Coggins, at the com- 
pany’s staff canteen. The competitors came from various 


braille games supplied by The Spastics Society.. Our 
picture shows Karlyn Evans, left, who works in the 
Accounts Department of Top Ten with Lorraine Hallard 
of the Divisional Management Office. 


A HULTON man who has been off work for nine months 
after a heart attack has received a great tonic — £5,000. 
Mr Robert Brooks (57) and his wife Edith qualified for 
their prize on the first dividend on the Spastics Pool. The 
couple of Gibson Lane, have been members for many 
years and have five children, one of whom is a spastic. 
The presentation was made by The Dallas Boys at the 
Talk of the North, Eccles. 
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Encouraged 
by our 
review 


WE were delighted to see in 
the March issue of Spastics 
News your review of ‘Have 
Wheels; Will Travey,’ the book 
by Open University disabled 
students which we have pub- 
lished recently, 

This perceptive assessment is 
® great encouragement to us, 
and we hope the book will be 
of interest to your readers. It 
is- particularly good to see 
Mary Bennett's contribution 
described in detail. Working 
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stands out as an exceptional 

person in so many ways. 
Thank you again. 

RACHEL BLEACKLEY (Mrs), 

Editor, Educational 

Explorers Ltd (Publishers), 

40 Silver Street, 

Reading, Berkshire. 
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gratefully accustomed to 
receiving gifts for the Home 
from well-wishers in the area, 
so she was not unduly sur- 
prised to receive a £5 note— 
though she did feel it was par- 
ticularly generous coming from 
an old age pensioner. 


But her eyebrows did rise 
when she read the letter from 
Miss Margaret Mooney, of - 26 
Rannoch Place, Paisley, which 
accompanied the fiver. 


Miss Mooney said she was _ 


La clubs for the handicapped in the Bristol area and took | sending the cash because a 
; S p astics p 0 ol successful. part in such games as darts, chess, draughts, dominoes and | voluntary worker who re- 
; bee scrabble; in some cases playing with the use of special | decorated her living room 


refused to take payment for his 
services. He had offered to do 
work such as. gfass-culting; 
window cleaning or painting 
for members of a local old 


| folk’s club. 


‘He did a fine job re- 
decorating the room, but when 
I asked him if he would take 
some payment, he put me off; 
saying that he was doing the 
work voluntarily. I was not 
very happy about it as he 
worked very hard. So that is 


why I am sending you this — 


donation,’ she wrote. 


Good for you, Miss Mooney 
—and the mystery decorator! 


Bill retires 


MR W. R. SUTTON ~-has 
retired from the maintenance 
section at Park Crescent at the 
age of 62. Bill was well-known 
to The Spastics Society staff as 
their collector for the Spastics 
Pool. 


Fancy that... 


A FANCY dress dance in aid 
of Chiltern House Spasties 
Home is being held by the 
staff of Littlemore Hospital, 
Oxford, on May 29 from 8 pm- 
1 am. Music will be provided 
by the Johnny Mann Band and 
the  All-Rounders Group. 
Tickets cost £1 and there will 
be a £10 prize for the best 
fancy. dress. Enquiries to 
Littlemore Hospital, Oxford 
(Te) 0865-778911). 
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Life is an upstairs, 
_ downstairs struggle 
for the Smith family 
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JACKIE and Danny Smith with their son Andrew. 


TWO and a half years ago 
in compliance with the 
Chronically Sick and Dis- 
abled Persons’ Act, — the 
Smith family received a 
visit from the council. The 
Smiths, Danny and Jackie, 
in addition to Sonia, 17. 
and David, 10, have a 
severely handicapped 
spastic son, Andrew aged 
nine. 


The Bromley Council 
official ‘looked round their 
cramped three -~ bedroomed 


terraced house in the Green- ~ 


ways, Orpington, Kent, and 
Said not only was a ramp at 
the front door a priority for 
Andrew’s wheelchair but there 
was a clear need for extra 
accommodation. 


An architect came and drew 
up plans which would have 
given the Smiths’ an extra 
bedroom over an_ extension 
they _themselves had had 
built, with a lift up to it so 
that ~the parents would no 
longer need to struggle up the 
narrow twisting stairs to the 
bathroom with their son. 

- But now the council have 
tuled that the extension must 
not be built because it would 
be out of character with the 
area. And the Smiths are 
understandably upset. 

-‘We didn’t ask for help — 
they came and offered it, they 
built up our hopes,’ said Mr 
Smith. For since that first visit 
visit from the council, the 
Smiths have been fighting an 
uphill battle against ill-health. 

Mrs Smith was rushed to 
hospital for an emergency 
operation for internal injuries 
caused by carrying Andrew 
upstairs. She was forbidden to 
continue carrying him. Last 
month Mr Smith, a foreman 
with Courage’s Brewery in 
London came out of Middle- 
sex Hospital after an opera- 
tion for the same reason. He 


requires. further attention, 
Andrew himself is physi- 
cally. very fragile. 
Andrew sleeps in. a_ tiny 
cot-bed beside his parents’ 
double bed. ‘He has to -be 


turned otherwise he develops 
terrible sores 

The Smith family have 
appealed to their local MP 
Mr Ivor Stanbrook for help 
but he replied that he was 
under the impression that their 
home had three rooms down- 
Stairs one of which would 
be suitable for use as a bed- 
room. 


JEAN CLEASBY 


(Secretarial Agency ) 


FULL, PART TIME & TEMPORARY STAFF 
ALSO TYPING, DUPLICATING-ELECTRONIC 
STENCIL CUTTING SERVICE 


8 Hawarden Avenue, Morecambe, Lancs LA4 5RG 
Telephone 0524 414983 


‘This just isn’t the case,’ said 
Mrs Smith, ‘we had the back 
room extended so that there 
would be more sunlight for 
Andrew, it is certainly not an 
extra room. Besides we don’t 
want a bedroom downstairs, 
Wwe want to live as normally as 
possible.’ 

Since Spastics News visited 
the Smith family, they have 
received another visit from the 


council, 

Said Mr Smith: ‘They 
brought a plan which involved 
having the bathroom and 
toilet downstairs but also 
extending the kitchen the 


same length. 

‘It means that we will have 
to live downstairs because we 
have to sleep with Andrew. We 
will have to be quiet because 
the kitchen and living room 
will be right next to him. But 
it’s all been going on so long 
that we feel we have to say 
yes.” 


AH, the peace and tran- 
quility of a London Film 
Premiere after the hurly 
burly of the African 
jungle! 

When they last filmed to- 
gether, the suave and gal- 
lant Roger Moore, luscious 
Barbara Parkins and 
irascible Lee Marvin were 
busy blowing up a World 
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COMMONS 
ORDER ON 
~ POOLS 


A HOUSE of Commons 
committee has approved 


a Parliamentary Order 
making it legal for chari- 
ties to continue holding 
competitions with prizes 
based on sporting events. 


Dr Shirley Summerskill, 
Under-Secretary of State, 
Home Office, said the Pool 


Competitions Act, 1971, had 
set up a system of licensing 
and control administered by 
the Gaming Board of what 
were called ‘charitable and 
sporting pools... The Act 
followed~a House of Lords 
judgment which would’ have 
hit charities like The Spastics 
Society where a large income 
is derived from lotteries. 


The purpose of the Order 
Was to continue the operation 
of the Act until 1977. A 
Royal Commission on gamb- 
ling had ‘now been set up to 
carry out a review of the law 
relating to gambling, includ- 
ing lotteries. Dr Summer- 
skill said that in view of all 
the circumstances it seemed 
necessary that the 1971 Act 
should be extended by at least 
one year. 


Theirsilence 


was golden 


CHILDREN attending the 
Teesside Spastics treatment 
centre at Middlesbrough 
General Hospital raised £112 
with a sponsored silence. Half 
.the money will go to the 
British amateur athletic team 
taking part in the Olympic 
Games at Montreal. The rest 
will be spent on wheeled toys 
for the unit’s nursery class. 


film premiere for SOS project 


War I German battleship 
in the film of South African 
author Wilbur Smith’s best- 
selling novel, ‘Shout at the 
Devil.’ 

It was all good fun with 
plenty of drama, colour, 
excitement and action for 
the three stars, who looked 
none the worse for their 
riotous adventures when 
they all flew in from 
America especially for last 
month’s World Charity 
Premiere at the Odeon, 
Leicester Square. _ 

The proceeds will go to- 
wards the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics’ Good 
Neighbours’ House project 
to build a hostel for adult 
spastics. The scheme is in 
urgent need of funds and is 
naturally close to the heart 
of Roger Moore, a former 
SOS chairman. 
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The Ministerial meetin 


for the Disabled, Alf Morris, with some new-found friends. ; 
Picture by courtesy of Oldham Evening Chronicle. 


4 
‘ 
Playtime after the speeches — 
THE speeches are over and . 
the formalities finished, and 
now Minister for the Dis- 
abled, Alf Morris, joins in 
the fun with children at | 
Lancaster Court, the 


£214,000 home built by 
The Spastics Society in 
Victoria Avenue East, Lancaster Court puts into 
Blackley, Manchester. practice the Society’s unique 
| policy of rescuing severely 
mentally and physically handi- 


The Minister 


Mr Morris called Manches- — 
ter ‘The City. with a Heart? — 
when he performed the official 
opening, and he went on ‘to say 
‘Lancaster Court will benefit ~ 
particularly from the very pro- _ 
gressive attitude’ which Man-— - 
chester adopts towards its — 
social services staff. I know — 
that they are anxious to main: 
tain and indeed build up the — 
community involvement in this « 


Farlier in the day the home 
had officially been handed over 
by Mrs Joyce Smith, a vice- 
chairman of the Society ‘(ex- 
treme right of picture) to Man- 
chester City Council. The 
local authority had provided 
the site and contributed 
£10,000 to the project. 


capped children from the | "€W home and to forge and , 
anonymous surroundings of | ™aintain links — with their — 
subnormality hospitals and ‘cighbours,’ é 


giving them a family life in 
the normal environment of a 
es housing estate, 

The home takes up to 24 
children in ages ranging up to 
16 years and they live in 
groups of six in four self-con- 
tained units each with their 
own bedrooms, lounge, kit- 
chen and toilet facilities. Each 
unit has its own front door 
to make it as much like a nor- 
mal home as possible and a 
rear exit to a sheltered outdoor 
play area. 


Centre suite 


The four units are linked to 
a central suite containing a 
kitchen, laundry and utility 
rooms and domestic offices and 
a central playground which 
acts as a neighbourhood focal 
point where youngsters from 
the housing estate are encour- 
aged to come and play, 

The children are cared for 
on a one-to-one basis by 24 
houseparents who live nearby. 


‘ . . ? = 
Priority needed 
Mr James Loring, Director 
of The Spastics Society, Speak- 
ing after Mr Morris, said that _ 
higher priority should be given — 
to the prevention of handicap 
in the community. iy 
Then it was time for the 
Minister to say goodbye t 
Lancaster Court’s new ‘family 
and visit the Society’s North 
Manchester Work Centre fur: 
ther along the road in Victoria — 
Avenue East, accompanied by _ 
Mr Loring. This centre was 
opened in 1972 and provides 
work for 40 spastics, packing, 
drilling’ assembly and spot 
welding. ‘ 
A similar project to Lancas- LE 
ter Court has been built by the 
Society at Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Also in the picture with Mr B 
Morris, Mr Loring and Mrs _ 
Smith are the Lord Mayor of _ 
Manchester, Dame Kathleen _ 
Ollerenshaw, and the Mayoress, _ 
Mrs C. Ollerenshaw. ase 
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SECOMETRIC 


BUILDING SYSTEM 


The modern permanent industrialised structure. 
Speedy, inexpensive and Versatile. 


Used widely for Hospital projects, Social Clubs, 
Canteens, Schools, Office Blocks. 


Insulated Buildings Ltd. 


Cambridge Street, Wolverhampton Phone 56633 
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